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William (Bill) Albert Fuller lived an exemplary career in wildlife. His contributions span a wide range of 
ecological, conservation, and environmental biology across six decades. He was an outstanding educator, 
researcher, and activist in defence of the environment. He began his professional career in the late 1940s 
as an eager young biologist with the Dominion Wildlife Service (later renamed Canadian Wildlife 
Service) charged with conducting wildlife research in northern Alberta and the District of Mackenzie. His 
international renown started soon thereafter. In 1955 Bill was able to confirm active nesting sites of 
endangered Whooping Cranes in northern Alberta and parts of Wood Buffalo National Park. At a time 
when crane numbers were less than 25 and only their wintering area in Texas was known, it was a game- 
changing observation for the species, and North America took notice. 

 
He is equally well-known for long-term study of population fluctuations of small mammals in the boreal 
forest. From his position in the Zoology Department at the University of Alberta, Bill established the 
year-round Heart Lake Biological Station near Hay River NWT, in part, to feed his enormous interest in 
winter ecology in northern forests and to share his enthusiasm with like-minded students and wildlife 
professionals. He was a driving force in the department and opened the minds and hearts and careers of 
many students during his tenure there and until his retirement from UofA in 1984. 

 
Bill Fuller was born May 10, 1924, in Moosomin, Saskatchewan. His church-going family moved to 
Regina in the late 1920s where he graduated with honours from high school. He obtained an Entrance 
Scholarship to the University of Saskatchewan in 1941, the first of multiple scholarships and fellowships 
through his career. Bill started as a student with the Northwest Fisheries Investigation of Lake Athabasca 
and then at Great Save Lake, NWT, where he completed research for his master’s degree. His formal 



education was capped off with a PhD from the University of Wisconsin for his work regarding the 
biology and management of bison in Wood Buffalo National Park. 

 
During his career, Bill was able to delve deeply into research and management projects that ranged from 
small mammals to bison, wolves, whooping cranes and initial fisheries surveys in the north. Bill Fuller 
applied ecological principles to conservation problems. He chaired a subcommittee of the International 
Biological Program and the National Research Council of Canada’s Associate Committee on Ecological 
Reserves. He served on the board of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources as well as Canada’s Review Panel on Northern Diseased Bison. Fuller co-wrote five books 
and authored over 50 scientific papers. 

 
Bill was very passionate about his work and unequivocally stood his ground. Foremost in this regard, Bill 
was intimately involved in addressing concerns regarding diseased bison in Wood Buffalo National Park 
– a subject with which he had a lot of firsthand experience. Bill was convinced the best long-term solution 
was to remove the diseased bison from the park. But the removal never happened once politicians far- 
removed from the problem stepped in and overrode the biologists, similar to a previous decision in the 
1920s that resulted in the diseased bison in the first place. No stranger to controversy, Bill was awarded 
the political middle finger from Alberta Premier Ralph Klein when the Alberta-Pacific pulp mill in 
northeastern Alberta was approved despite a large body of environmental evidence against it. Undaunted, 
Bill was part of the strong opposition to a proposal to build an environmentally devastating dam on the 
Slave River and plans to build facilities inside Banff National Park for the 1977 Winter Olympics. 
Fortunately, both of these crusades were successful and fully illustrate the true character of Bill Fuller. 
He always stood his ground for science and evidence-based wisdom, regardless of the social, political and 
sometimes practical aspects of the issue. 

 
Among other well-deserved accolades, in 1991 Bill Fuller was the unanimous recipient of the 1st William 
Rowan Distinguished Service Award bestowed by the Alberta Chapter TWS. The Rowan award 
recognizes individuals who make outstanding contributions to management & conservation of wildlife 
and their habitats. Bill set the bar high and he and his career remain a challenge for current and future 
wildlifers to achieve similar standards. 

 
Bill married Marie Turtle in Regina, Saskatchewan on May 31, 1947. They were back in Fort Smith the 
following week where Marie was told by a local that she was just the 21st non-Indigenous woman in the 
town. They had two sons and two daughters. Dr. Fuller died in Edmonton, Alberta on June 13, 2009. 


